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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
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QUESTION NO 1505

DATE OF PUBLICATION IN INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 21 MAY 2010

(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO. 14}

1505. Mrs A T Lovemore (DA) to ask the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs:

(1)

(2)

REPLY:

({a)

(1){b)

(1)

(2)

(3)(@)

(3){(b)

How many persons are employed to monitor compliance with the (a) required standards
of effluent discharged by wastewater treatment works in each region, (b) permit status of
each wastewater treatment works and (c) adherence to all permit conditions by each
wastewater treatment works;

whether these monitors adhere to a minimum frequency of compliance monitoring; if not,
why not; if so, what is the minimum frequency;

what protoco! is followed in the event of non-compliance with (a) standards and (b}
permit conditions? NW1761E

~--00000--

Refer to Annexure A which reflects the number of persons who are amongst other
functions responsible to monitor compliance of standards of effluent discharged by
wastewater treatment works (WWTWs) in each region.

Refer to Annexure A which reflects the number of persons who are amongst other
functions responsible to monitor compliance of permit status of WWTWs.

Refer to Annexure A which reflects the number of persons who are amongst other
functions responsible to monitor compliance adherence to all permit conditions by
WWTWs.

The frequency of compliance monitoring is dependent on the conditions of each
license and the responsibility of such monitoring remains that of registered user.
My Department is performing audit sampling with a purpose determining trends and
credibility of compliance monitoring resuits.

My Department developed an Enforcement Protocal which stipulates the process to be
followed fo ensure that all avenues of possible rectification/improvement have been
expedited. This would include formal notification of non-compliance, investigation and
subsequent engagement on adeguacy of municipa! rectification plans and issuance of
a Directive in terms of Section 19 of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998)
should unsatisfactory progress be recorded during regulatory monitoring phase. In the
event that a municipality fails to adhere to the Directive requirements and deadlines,
prosecution would be initiated.

in addition to the above, my Department is developing an action plan that will look at
support mechanisms for municipalities whose infrastructure does not comply with
standards and do not have technical capacity to address their WWTWs challenges.

As per paragraph (3)(a) above.
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